
TRADITIONAL CHINESE
Traditional Chinese is most popular in Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan, and most overseas Chinese communities. BIG 5, 
whose name refers to the five companies that collaborated in its development, has become the standard character set 
standard for Traditional Chinese in Taiwan. 

Although neither GB nor Big-5 encodings have an official connection with a specific character set, they have become 
synonymous with simplified and traditional sets, respectively. 

The Hong Kong Supplemental Character Set, or HKSCS, is a supplementary character set that includes 4818 Chinese 
characters used in Hong Kong but are not contained in the Big-5 standard character set. There are two code allocation 
schemes for the HKSCS, one for Big-5 and the other for ISO 10646/Unicode. Ascender also can offer support for the 
HKSCS in both encodings.
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