Arial Unicode

Arial Unicode supports the following South Asian scripts: Bengali, Devanagari, Gurmukhi, Gujarati, Kannada, Malayalam, Tamil,
and Telugu.

Bengali

Bengali is the language spoken in Bangladesh and its neighboring state, West Bengal in India. Bengali is usually written in the
Bengali script. Bengali is a Brahmic script and is similar to the Devanagari. Each base symbol represents a syllable, and other
symbols can be added to suppress or change that vowel’s syllable. Consonant clusters are often indicated by using ligatures to
represent two symbols.
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Devanagari

Hindi is the national language of India, which is a direct descendant of Sanskrit and is considered a Brahmic script. The
word Hindi means Indian and is of Persian origin. Hindi is written in the Devanagari script, which is considered to be
one of the most scientific writing systems. The Devanagari script is written from left to right and is phonetic in nature.
There is uniform correspondence between the letters and their pronunciation. The history of Hindi goes back to the
twelfth century and has a rich grammatical tradition.
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Gujarati

Guijarati is the state language of Gujarat in north-western India and is one of the fifteen official languages of the India.
A formal grammar of the precursor of this language was written by Jain monk and eminent scholar Hemachandra-
charya. It has a rich oral culture and a literary tradition which dates back to the tenth century. The construction of
Gujarati can be considered somewhere between those of Hindi and Marathi. Gujarati does not have long vowels, but
maintains neutral gender.
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Gurmukhi

Gurmukhi was derived from the Landa alphabet and from the Nagari script. It was standardized in the 16th century
and was designed to write the Punjabi language. Gurmukhi is a form of alphabet called an abugida, as each consonant
has an inherent vowel that can be changed using vowel signs. The word Gurmukhi literally means “from the mouth of
the Guru” based on the influence of Guru Nanak, the founder of the Sikh religion.

MG EN M IYTUSIEASTISIE
T3HCTUSUSIIHTIEZ B SHAT O orfo Sty
A3c0a38YLoctel

Page 2 of 4

rd www.ascendercorp.com | ©2005 Ascender Corporation

Arial is a registered trademark of The Monotype Corporation in the United States and/or other countries.



Arial Unicode

Kannada

The Kannada language Kannada is almost as old as Tamil and has been spoken for about 2000 years. The Kannada writing system
has been in use for about the last 1500 years. Kannada is mainly spoken in Karnataka in India, and to a lesser extent in the
neighboring states. Initially the area of the Kannada speech extended much further to the north than present Karnataka, but was
pushed back by the Aryan Marathi. The initial creation of the Kannada language is similar to the other Dravidian languages,
particularly Tamil and Telugu. Kannada has been highly influenced by Sanskrit vocabulary and literary styles.
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Malayalam

Malayalam is the primary language of the state of Kerala in southern India. Malayalam belongs to the southern group of Dravidian
languages. Malayalam has borrowed nouns, verbs and some basic vocabulary from Sanskrit. It is very close to Tamil, one of the
major languages of the same family. This was primarily due to the extensive cultural synthesis that took place between the
speakers of the two languages. As the language of administration and scholarship Tamil influenced the early development of
Malayalam.

@0 @19 8D ND 6 D €3 610 af) f OaY) 6 B0 B8V & 61 U Ll

613 0l A0 & OW 610) S O AL AU 61N O LO 3 W M ald nn 611l

DYWOORIBYAUUWAHTVA001111 56 68 D M eg

)6 NO M@ @B)aM) 6 QJ a3

Page 3 of 4

rd www.ascendercorp.com | ©2005 Ascender Corporation

Arial is a registered trademark of The Monotype Corporation in the United States and/or other countries.



Arial Unicode

Tamil

The Tamil script evolved from the Grantha script of the Southern Indian group of scripts. The Tamil language is one of the oldest
recorded languages in southern India and dates back to the Tst century AD. When the Grantha script was used to write the Tamil
language until the 8th century a distinctive script evolved. During the medieval period, Tamil borrowed many words from Sanskrit
in verbal usage, but in the 1900s attempts were made to remove Sanskrit from Tamil. The result is that modern Tamil is not based
on Sanskrit as much as the other Indic languages.
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Telugu

Telugu is the official language of the state of Andhra Pradesh, India and is the most spoken language in Indian after Hindi. Telugu
is part of the family of Dravidian languages. Basic vocabulary, verbs, sentence synthesis, and grammar dictate the architecture of
the language. Telugu has resemblances with Tamil, Kannada, and Tulu. Telugu words ends with a vowel sound and are often quite
melodic to the ear, which is why Telugu has been referred to as the “Italian of the East”. Telugu is mainly spoken in Andhra Pradesh
in India and its neighboring states.
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